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Mr. Midlacl. K.. PO\l\'CU
Fcdcml Communi<.:ations Com:nWion
445 lz6 SInd. SW
W;tShing1on. DC 20554

1«: /\to D\ldLel: No. 04-207

Ocar Cbainnan Powell:

I am .....-riting in opposition to the: proposed ""a I.! c.nte~ cable SY$letn being
considered in Congres.~, as i1 does not benefit OOnsumcfll.

111e finesl quality of our currenl eahlc ~ySlem is its ever lfIc~asinll diversity. Ova
the pasl ("''roly years, the number of cable program netwOrks has grown fTom 2& 10
339, "..i.th the wray ofproi:l1lms offcwl on existing netwQrks dtam.atically
increasing annually. WiUl (he imIllO"ed diversification ofprogramming, American
«lnsume~ have benefited from el<p<lsu,e to important channels tbill suppon varied
voices, sllCh as 01:.,. Telcmundo, IV One, ESPN Deportes, C-SPAN and The
LeaIlTing Channel. CorTespoodingty,!he viewing of cable J'TOlltaltlming has
ste3dily increased.

1'bl: ox:ooomics of the cable indUSlry are based 011 licensing agreemcmts betY.'tt1l
cabJe~8JJdOpel1llOrs. the cost ofwhich an:~ ODIO~

and tlIItionaJ and locel edve.ltsiTIJ. Advertising earnings IIR: gcocrally b;L,cd till the
number of ";ewen a ehannelalllXt$. Ifa cMuneI aweab 10 a specialized
audience, woder the "a Iaearte~ system, Ils ~1e...-ersbJp will docline. as occasional
,iewcrs today~ 110 10llF" subscribe.. loss ofu..ese viewers 8JJd lbose who
migln ...-.nt:h Ibese chatulels re:guLarl)' and not....nm offered ~ala C&IU:~ will
~I)' Telfuce .tvertiIin& n:\'alUC mel iDaeaJe !be cost ofli«osicg agTet:mnTts

and !he com- pw.cd omo 00IlSmICl5.

Funher, ifchanneh do IlOl have adequate revenue, !he quaIl!)' end diversifiCTdion of
pr-otrllOUDing will~ J\>dilh M~lllOlc, I'l'OSidcm ofI>i.tc:aYcory
CommuniClOlions, hu arsued lbel ~Dis<::owry's award-winnina /ldWOl'b ...illllOl
exiSl in an 0 la corle cnvironment and COTlSIIlDelS will bllve lost the ch"'lneJs they
rq;ard as the pro-emineo' touroe ofhigh qualily, £mIily-friendly pWSr8mming."
MaD)' oflh<;:IC clwlnels win be ron:.«! 0\11 ofbusincss. We will 110 Loager be able to
enjoy the di~'erscprogramming oftod!ly.
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An impres~iveand vibrant cable programming indnstry has developed ,vithout 11", l)eed of
government regulation. Cable offers consumers an incredible entertainment and educational
value. Pl""sc help sustain this system. Do not support the "a la carte" proposal.
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